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The Master’s Mission Statement

It is my mission, to improve our members/membership by fulfilling the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training; and to provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.

Symbolism of Network

[image: image2.png]



We learn of the net-work in the second degree, where we are taught that from the connection of its meshes, network denotes unity. 

However, unity is not the only symbolism associated with nets. In Gospel, nets can symbolize divine instrumentality, as after the Last Judgment, when a net moves to gather the good, but leaves the bad (see Matthew 13). It is said that Christ used a net to miraculously catch fish in a draught (Luke's Gospel) and with this illustration of his Divine powers was able to "capture" the disciples Simon Peter, James and John. 

The sky is sometimes compared to a net, stars being knots, and hence, one cannot escape from this universe and from the laws which govern it. This thought is mentioned also in the Tao Te Ching as the net of heaven is wide-meshed (because stars are far apart) but lets nothing through. 

In India, a spider’s net-like web is a symbol for cosmic order, and for the radiance of the divine spirit. This strengthens the belief that God bound us with his power, and it is beyond our capacity to withdraw or leave from it. In Christian art, the net is sometimes depicted to represent the Church, for the net symbolizes the power of God to hold humans together who are helplessly lost in the mesh of life. In many European lodges, the two pillars (J & B) are covered with actual nets to illustrate this idea. St. Andrew, patron saint of fisherman, is often depicted holding a net. Author unknown.

From the East:

March has been a very busy month.  Proficiencies were turned in by Brothers Carlson, Luck and Northrup with the help and patience of Brothers Taylor, Collins and Creason.  Brothers Northrup and Carlson attended Grand Lodge in Clovis.  Worshipful and Reverend Brother Carlson, Grand Chaplain, conducted a very impressive and moving Memorial Service for our fallen Brothers.

131st Grand Lodge Synopsis

The 131st Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico was held March 21 & 22, in Clovis, NM, at the Clovis Civic Center.

Numerous Appendant and Coordinate Body leaders and distinguished Guests from Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, Oklahoma, Utah, New Mexico, Vermont and Wyoming were welcomed, introduced and brought fraternal greetings during the course of the session.

Past Grand Master George F. Wright led a contingent of 16 Past Grand Masters and 1 honorary Past Grand Master to the session.  There were 58 Lodges represented with 32 Masters, 23 Senior Wardens, 15 Junior Wardens and 82 Proxies.  Lodges not represented were Springer 45.  A total of 228 Brethren were registered.

Grand Master’s Recommendations

1. To require Lodge Officers to be proficient in Opening and Closing.  NOT ADOPTED.

2. To change objection to petition.  WITHDRAWN.

3. To impose a $150 fine for not filing a 990, 990EZ or 990N by April 30.  ADOPTED.

J. G. Harris of Chapman Lodge #2 was elected Grand Master.  William Childers of Jornada Lodge #70, Mesilla, was appointed Junior Grand Deacon.  Brother Dennis Herman of Animas Lodge #15, Farmington, was elected to the Board of Directors, and Chuck Miller of Hobbs Lodge #63 was the Kit Carson Award recipient.

Elected to the Masonic Charities Board were Brothers Ken McKenzie of Liberty Lodge #51, Billy Jones of Bethlehem Lodge #56 and David L. Baker of Hondo Lodge #74.  Brother Bert Dalton was elected President and Arthur D. Tunnell becomes Chairman by Corporation By-Laws.

March Quiz Answer

The name of the first of the Old Charges is “Concerning God and Religion.”  The first of the six Old Charges is vitally important as a fundamental law of the Ancient Craft, as it sets forth the non-doctrinal, non-sectarian character of Freemasonry, and states that the “natural religion in which all men agree” is important to Freemasons, leaving a man’s particular opinion as to God and his religion to himself.  This is the underlying law which makes Freemasonry universal; society in which Gentile and Jew, Parsee and Mohammedan, Christian and Buddhist may unite, provided all believe – as all do believe – in a Great Architect of the Universe. 

April Quiz

 The length of a cable tow is:

     Ten feet?

A hundred miles?

Three miles?

A brother’s reasonable ability?

A Cowan is:

An eavesdropper?

A coward?

A traitor

An uninstructed Mason?

From the Secretary’s desk:

Of all the duties your Secretary performs, the ones he has to do in March and June are the worst.  In a March meeting, he reads the names of those Brethren who have not yet paid their annual dues, and in June Brethren are suspended for NPD.  Letters are then sent to inform them of that action.  I’ve often thought that members who let this happen are wasting years of fellowship, loyalty and friendship which could be corrected by a simple act on their part.  Don’t let this happen to you.  Remember the old saying, “for Lack of a nail…”  We’re here to help; please call or write. 

Calendar:

Sat.,  April 5      9AM      Ritual Practice           Sat.,  April 12    9AM      Stated Communication On this date, there will be a short business meeting and then conferral of the Entered Apprentice Degree on Mr. Samuel Ancira.  Please attend to show Mr. Ancira that you care.                                                           

Sat., April 19     9AM      Ritual Practice          Sat., April 26     9AM      Stated Communication Program by WB Norman Miller, Fraternity Lodge #7111, El Paso, on,  “Leadership”.

Special Note
Sat., May  10   9AM  Stated Communication and Honored Ladies Luncheon.

Program by WB Ward Redshaw speaking of, “The Bataan Death March”.

Luncheon to honor the Ladies of our Fallen Brethren.

Happy Birthday:

April 4         Tom Priestly

April 7          Gunnar Carlson

April 11         Ben Carmichael

April 13         Doug Maness

April 21          “Billy” Bailey

E-Mail Address:

Please send your e-mail address to:

northrupbob@juno.com or Coo30al@aol.com and I will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage.

Visit our web page: www.zianet.com/ae4w/dad78/
